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What is mobile-first indexing?

Mobile-first indexing is Google's approach to crawling and indexing where the mobile version of a web page is treated as

the primary version. This does not mean mobile-only indexing. Google still maintains a single index that serves both

mobile and desktop results.
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How does mobile-first indexing work?

Googlebot Smartphone crawls your site using a

mobile user-agent, simulating a mobile device

viewport. The mobile-rendered version of each page

becomes the primary copy stored in Google's index.

Google extracts content, links, structured data , and

meta tags from the mobile version.

What is the difference between
mobile-first and de

Factor Mobile-First Indexing Desktop-First Indexing

(Legacy) Primary crawler Googlebot Smartphone

Googlebot Desktop Content evaluated Mobile version

of pages Desktop version of pages Ranking basis

Mobile content, links, meta tags Desktop content,

links, meta tags User alignment Matches the majority

What are examples of mobile-first
indexing?

Example 1: E-commerce site with hidden content on

mobile An Indian e-commerce company has product

pages with detailed specifications. On a desktop, all

specifications are visible in a full table. On mobile, the

specifications are hidden behind a "View More"

toggle to save screen space.
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What are the benefits of mobile-first
indexing?

Accurate representation of user experience: Over

75% of internet traffic in India comes from mobile

devices. Mobile-first indexing ensures that what

Google evaluates matches what most users actually

see. Improved ranking alignment: Sites that deliver a

strong mobile experience are rewarded.

What are the best practices for
mobile-first index

Mobile-first readiness checklist Use this checklist to

audit your site for mobile-first indexing compliance:

Responsive design implemented: Single URL, single

HTML source, layout adapts via CSS media queries

Same content on mobile and desktop: All text,

images, and videos present in mobile HTML (not

Conclusion

Mobile-first indexing means Google uses the mobile

version of your website as the primary source for

indexing and ranking, effective for all sites since July

2024. Googlebot Smartphone crawls your mobile

version, extracts content, links, and structured data,

then uses that mobile content to determin
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Ready to Take Action?
Get expert guidance tailored to your business goals.

Need Help With This?

upgrowth.in/lead-generation-services/
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