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Overview

What is the quick formula for calculating click-through rate

Click-through rate measures the percentage of people who click on your link after seeing it. It applies to Google Ads, organic search results, email marketing,
social media ads, and any situation where people can click a link. Formula: CTR (%) = (Clicks / Impressions) x 100 Example: Google search ad
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STEPS 1- 2

What is click-through rate, and why does it matter

How do different channels calculate and report
CTR

Click-through rate measures audience engagement with your message. It's Google Ads (search, display, shopping) Definition: Clicks divided by

impressions. CTR = Clicks / Impressions Example: 1,500 impressions, 75 clicks

= 5% CTR. Nuance: Google counts one click per keyword, ad, and user
interaction.

the first step in the marketing funnel: awareness (impression), then interest

(click). Why CTR matters: Ad quality signal: Google Ads and Bing Ads reward
higher CTR with lower cost-per-click (CPC).
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STEPS 3 - 4

How do you calculate click-through rate step-by-

How to improve CTR without sacrificing
st

conversion

Step 1: Define the measurement period Choose a consistent window: Daily:
Spot daily campaign performance; reveals day-of-week patterns Weekly:
Standard for campaign management and optimization Monthly: Best for

reporting and trend analysis Full campaign: Most common for overall campaign
assessment M

Higher CTR is only valuable if those clicks convert. CTR improvements that
don't improve conversion rates waste money. Strategy 1: Improve ad headline

relevance to search query Problem: Vague headlines that don't match search
intent get fewer clicks.
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STEPS 5 -6

Which tools track click-through rate? What are common mistakes in calculating CTR?

Platforms with built-in CTR reporting: Google Ads: Real-time CTR by keyword,
ad, placement Google Search Console: Organic CTR by page and query
Microsoft Advertising (Bing): Similar to Google Ads Facebook Ads Manager:

CTR by campaign, ad set, and ad LinkedIn Campaign Manager: CTR for
LinkedIn ads Tw

Mistake 1: Counting bot clicks as real clicks Google and other platforms filter
obvious bot clicks, but sophisticated bots may slip through. This artificially
inflates CTR. Mitigation: Compare CTR trends month-over-month.
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STEPS 7 - 8

What CTR benchmarks apply to your channel?

Conclusion

These are typical 2025-2026 CTR ranges by channel and context: Google
search ads (paid search) Category Typical CTR Brand keywords (branded
search) 10-15% Competitor keywords 3-6% Generic keywords (high

competition) 1-3% Long-tail keywords (low competition) 4-8% Average across
all keywords 3-5% Tren

Click-through rate (CTR) is calculated by dividing clicks by impressions and
multiplying the result by 100. Segment CTR by keyword, device, audience, and

creative to identify optimization opportunities. Improve CTR through dynamic
keyword insertion (20-40% improvement), A/B testing ad copy (15-25% i
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Ready to Take Action?

Get expert guidance tailored to your business goals.
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